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Current ©bents 



[Edited by Clarence W. Gleason, Roxbury Latin School, Roxbury, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to 
the Mississippi River; Walter Miller, University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., 
for the Southern States ; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, la., for the territory west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and Texas. 
This department will present everything that is properly news — occurrences from 
month to month, meetings, changes in faculties, performances of various kinds, etc. 
All news items should be sent to the associate editors named above.] 



Massachusetts 

Clark University. — Haven D. Brackett of the Department of Classics 
was promoted in June to the rank of professor of Greek in Clark College. 

Harvard University. — Dr. Robert H. Webb, for the last three years 
instructor in Greek at Harvard, has been appointed professor of Greek at the 
University of Virginia. Professor Charles B. Gulick returns to the Greek 
Department, after a year in Athens. 

Roxbury Latin School. — Mr. Clarence W. Gleason, late of the Volkmann 
School in Boston, has returned to the Roxbury Latin School after an absence 
of seven years. New England contributors to the department of "Current 
Events" will please notice this change. 

Smith College. — The presentation of the Iphigenia at Aulis by the Greek 
Club of Smith College on the evening of May 22 marks a distinct advance in 
the mastery of the art of reproducing the Greek drama for the modern audience. 
The play, with its girlish heroine and chorus of maidens, was happily chosen 
for the young women of the Greek Club, and the fact that the Department of 
Greek was able to furnish students not only for the actors' parts, but for the 
chorus as well, speaks strongly for the interest in classical studies in the college. 

The individual parts were rendered with real feeling and much dramatic 
skill, and were the more significant from the fact that they represented not the 
efforts of a professional "trainer" or elocutionist, but the feeling and interpre- 
tation of the girls themselves. More was made out of the simple situation 
than a reader of the play would have thought possible, and there was a very 
real climax of emotion when the young heroine finally offered herself as a 
sacrifice for her people. 

The simplicity of the stage setting was altogether pleasing, an encourage- 
ment to those who wish to attempt something in this line, but fear the expense. 
A grove of pine trees and a hut of boughs sufficed, and formed an effective 
background for the bright costumes. The costumes were of the most inexpen- 
sive material, and showed what satisfactory effects can be obtained by wise 
choice of color and form. 
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In the rendering of the dialogue two features were noteworthy : the clear- 
ness of enunciation — making it possible to follow the dialogue with ease in the 
most distant parts of the large auditorium — and the frank yielding of the voice 
to the rhythmical swing of the iambic trimeters. Few who felt the rhythmical 
movement of the dialogue of the Iphigenia would be willing to go back to the 
prosaic rendering that has marked some of the reproductions of Greek plays. 

It was, however, in the choral parts that the Smith presentation of the 
Iphigenia marked a real advance. To begin with, the music was unique. 
Miss Peers, instructor in music in the college, had, in collaboration with 
members of the classical faculty, composed music which preserved the original 
rhythm, not only verse by verse, but syllable by syllable. A careful study of 
the theories of Greek music enabled her to reproduce in some degree at least 
the musical effects that Euripides' audience are likely to have felt. The 
Dorian and Lydian modes were faithfully used, the former for the severer, and 
the latter for the lighter, parts, and the music was everywhere delicately 
adapted to the sentiment. The simplicity of this music and the faithful 
reproduction of the rhythmical movement of the words at every point put real 
life into every line. And then to this effective music was added the charm of 
real Greek dancing. To those who had sat through the monotonous choruses 
of other Greek plays, where the singers made no attempt to reproduce the 
" dancing " of the original, the Smith presentation was a revelation of the 
difference between a choral song merely sung — however well and with however 
splendid music — and a choral song in which melody of voice is united to rhythm 
of bodily movement in expressing emotion and interpreting sentiment. The 
chorus of the Iphigenia was in almost constant motion; there was now a gentle 
swaying of the body, now the graceful movement of body and arms, now a 
frank and merry dance. A member of the classical faculty writes thus of the 
conception of the choral dances: "One of us, meditating on how much of the 
'old spring fret' of the Dionysiac festival must have been baptized into the 
modern Easter ceremonials fell to wondering whether those Easter peasant 
dances which are so much an object of interest to tourists hadn't perhaps a 
line of descent of that sort. The dances had made a special impression on me 
because I was fortunate enough to see them, thanks to Professor Howes, not 
in the crowded market place at Megara, but in a little village on Salamis. I 
have never lost the vividness of my impression of a stretch of yellow sand, 
blue sky, blue sea, and a long swaying line of women in a quaint and beautiful 
costume, with their hands on each other's shoulders, crooning a little melody 
and stepping in just a soft rocking motion to the lilt of it. We took as a nucleus 
that simple line formation and the variations that can be made in it with such 
simple steps as would keep time to the music. For the adaptation of the steps 
we depended largely on the girls, who, given the general idea, quickly developed 
it. We did not dare to call in experts for fear of losing the simply instinctive 
dancing which we wanted. If you are picking out fifteen girls who must know 
Greek and be able to sing, at least in simple unison, you cannot insist that they 



86 THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

must all be born dancers; but two or three of them were, and they were able 
to show the others. In the figures the variation of the simple line of dancers 
was largely in the use of informal, loose groups, but in the main we wanted 
them to yield themselves to the music even in standing still — as old-fashioned 
dancers do even when they are supposed to be standing still, say, in a Virginia 
reel. Of course I offer the theory about the genealogy of the Easter dance in 
a spirit of meekness, but in default of any adequate knowledge of what these 
dances were like, one seems to have the right to try almost anything that won't 
be fatal to the spirit of the drama. In this particular play, too, the choruses 
are so distinctly lyrical and so little dramatic that this form of treatment was 
more than usually adapted. I ought, too, to say that one would not, of course, 
hold the view that such a dance as the peasant dance is the descendant of the 
dance as used in the great days of the Attic drama, but rather that it may 
represent a country cousin, perhaps the more likely to have continued unmodi- 
fied the original type." 

New Jersey 

Princeton University. — Dr. G. W. Elderkin, assistant professor of classics, 
has been transferred to the Department of Art and Archaeology with the 
same rank. 

Mr. D. H. Fenton, instructor in classics, accepts an instructorship in 
Greek at Yale University. 

Mr. R. M. Kirkland, instructor in classics, accepts the professorship of 
Latin in Lebanon Valley College. 

Dr. R. H. Tanner, instructor in classics, accepts the professorship of 
Greek and Latin in Illinois College. 

Dr. A. C. Johnson, of the provincial university at Strathcona, Alberta, 
accepts an assistant professorship in classics at Princeton. 

Dr. Keith Preston, Dr. Ruth, and Mr. L. R. Dean are appointed to 
instructorships in classics at Princeton. 

Pennsylvania 

The sixth annual meeting of the Classical Association of the Atlantic 
States was held at the University of Pennsylvania on May 3 and 4, with an 
attendance of about two hundred. The officers chosen for the coming year 
are: President, B. W. Mitchell, Central High School, Philadelphia; Secretary- 
Treasurer, Professor Charles Knapp, Columbia University; Vice-Presidents, 
Professor George D. Kellogg, Union College; Professor C. L. Durham, Cornell; 
Wm. F. Little, High School, Elizabeth, N.J.; Professor Walter Dennison, 
Swarthmore; Professor B. L. Ullman, University of Pittsburgh; Floyd P. 
Johnson, Friends' School, Wilmington, Del.; Miss Mary E. Harwood, 
Girls' Latin School, Baltimore; Miss H. May Johnson, Eastern High School, 
Washington. 

The formal portion of the program was as follows; Professor J. C. Rolfe 
presided at all the sessions: 
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Address of Welcome by Professor J. H. Penniman, vice-provost of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Response, by Professor George D. Kellogg, vice-president of the Association 
for Eastern New York. 

"The Genesis of Rome's Military Equipment," by Dr. Eugene S. McCart- 
ney, of the University of Pennsylvania. 

"The Encomium on Helen of Gorgias," by Professor Larue Van Hook, 
Columbia University. 

An illustrated lecture on "Sicily, Some Sites of Interest to a Teacher of 
Virgil and Homer," by Professor Walton B. McDaniel, University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

"An Article of Roman Furniture — the Puteal," by Professor Walter 
Dennison, Swarthmore College. 

"What's in a Name ?" by Dr. Guy Blandin Colbourn, Swarthmore College. 

"The Direct Method in Latin Teaching," by Dr. Edward C. Chickering, 
High School, Jamaica, New York City. 

"Latin Composition in the Secondary School: Its Object, Method and 
Material," by Dr. B. W. Mitchell, Central High School, Philadelphia. 

"A Characterization of Gallic Latin," by Professor George D. Kellogg, 
of Union College. 

"Classical Latin and Vulgar Latin," by Professor Charles L. Durham, of 
Cornell University. 

"Plautus as an Acting Dramatist," by Mr. Wilton W. Blancke of the 
Central High School, Philadelphia. 

Florida 

The Florida School Exponent, the official monthly publication of the Florida 
Educational Association, has recently changed publishers and editors and will 
hereafter be issued from Tallahassee. The editor has kindly offered to the 
Classical Association the use of a special page each month as a medium for notes, 
discussions, and papers relating to classical interests in the state. The offer 
is gladly accepted and, beginning with March, matters touching the classics 
will be given publicity and thus reach directly all subscribers interested in this 
department of instruction. 

The Classical Club of the Florida State College for Women is enjoying 
a third year of monthly addresses by members of the faculty on appropriate 
themes. For the February meeting the president of the college addressed the 
club on "Ancient Philosophy." The membership consists of all Latin and 
Greek students in college classes and certain faculty members who feel a direct 
interest in the classics. Each year in May the Classicum Concilium gives its 
convivium (with a latinized menu) following a special literary program. The 
motto of the club continues to be "ov ttoXXcl dAAa tto\v." 

The Tallahassee Club would like to see a number of classical clubs organized 
for regular monthly meetings. These would then correlate nicely with the 
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State Association, just as the various state organizations are directly affiliated 
with the Classical Association of the Middle West and South. 

Georgia 

Emory College. — Professor Charles W. Peppier, long a vice-president of the 
Classical Association of the Middle West and South for his state of Georgia, 
has resigned his professorship at Emory College and accepted the chair of 
Greek at Trinity College, Durham, N.C. 

Mercer University. — Professor Edward G. Holmes resigned his position as 
head of the department of Latin in June to take the presidency of Gordon 
Institute at Barnesville, Ga. 

Indiana 

De Pauw University. — Professor Post is at work on a critical edition with 
a commentary of the Satiricon of Petronius, having assembled perhaps the 
best bibliography ever gathered on the subject. 

Missouri 

Hardin College. — Friday evening, April 26, in the Assembly Hall at Hardin 
College, was presented in Latin The Comedy of Menaechmus, under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. Helen Million and Miss Agnes Carr Vaughan, Though the stag- 
ing of the play is, to say the least, a difficult matter, that of a play in a foreign 
language presents peculiar problems, all of which were, in this instance, 
happily overcome. 

From the entrance of "Peniculus," the greedy, intriguing parasite, so well 
personated by Miss Mary Stallings, until the final act closed with "Nunc, 
spectatores, valete et clare applaudite," delivered by Miss Marguerite Tralle, 
who, in the character of a slave so loyal to his master's interests as to make 
himself almost obnoxious, had opportunity to display marked dramatic talent, 
the attention of the audience was held throughout and their delight made 
manifest by enthusiastic applause. The twins, "Menaechmus I" and 
"Menaechmus II" were well portrayed by Misses Mildred Johnson and Helen 
Vaughan, both of whom deserve credit for their successful interpretation of 
characters that were difficult to render. In the representation of an insane 
man, Miss Vaughan called forth merited applause. The scene between 
"Menaechmus II," wife, of "Menaechmus I," most ably presented by Miss 
Alta Frost, and the old man, her father (Miss Maude Barbee), was laughable 
in the extreme, for with a madman raving around the stage, a frightened old 
man and an infuriated woman trying to escape his frantic clutches, how 
could an audience fail to grow enthusiastic ? Miss Maude Barbee, as the old 
father with shaking limbs and frightened speech, deserves to be highly com- 
plimented. "Erotium," who by her beguiling speech and good dinners 
succeeds in winning the heart of "Menaechmus I" away from his wife, was 
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represented by Miss Margaret Million with a skill that was very realistic. 
"Culindrus," the cook (Miss Mary Sears), who fails to recognize one twin 
brother from the other, and the maid, Miss Joy McBride, who makes the 
same mistake, both carried out their characters with much skill. The 
"Doctor," Miss Edna Evans, called in to cure the wrong twin of his attack 
of insanity, was very dignified and prescribed his remedies without giving way 
to whims of the supposed insane man. 

The play, considered as a whole, was well rendered, the dramatic atmos- 
phere was kept throughout, and the Latinity was above question. The music 
during the evening was furnished by the Hardin Orchestra under the direction 
of Miss Webb, and formed a pleasing interlude between the acts. 

Washington University. — An audience of over nine hundred persons had 
the unique pleasure of witnessing the presentation of Sophocles' Antigone, by 
the Department of Greek, on the evening of April 30, in Founders' Hall. The 
community is indebted to the university for the chance of seeing this imperish- 
able Greek tragedy, clothed in the beauty of the language in which it was 
written. To give a play entirely in Greek is an undertaking attempted very 
rarely, even more rarely than the giving of the Passion Play at Oberammergau. 
That it was even attempted speaks well for the ambition of the students and 
the inspiring enthusiasm of their instructors; that it was so beautifully achieved 
is a credit to the whole university. 

Each year, for a number of years, the department of Greek, under the 
guidance of Professor Hall, has given in dramatic form, before an invited 
audience, some portion of the work studied during the year. At first this 
performance was a dramatic reading. Parts were assigned to the students, 
each of whom translated his own part. No costuming or stage setting was 
attempted. The students gave life to the reading by voice and expression 
alone. Then, as an experiment, at a dramatic reading of Electra, the choral 
odes were chanted in Greek, with an effect so pleasing to the auditors, that the 
following year about half the program was rendered in the original. Last 
year Oedipus was given on a stage with appropriate settings and costumes. 
The third act was recited in Greek, and the choral odes were chanted, with an 
accompaniment of "woven paces, and of waving hands." 

This year the department set its standard on a higher peak by presenting 
Antigone entirely in Greek, and in a manner approximately, at least, that in 
which it was first given, over twenty-three centuries ago, out-of-doors, before 
closely-packed, circling rows of bright-eyed Athenians. Under the spell of 
Sophocles, the imagination could turn back the clock two thousand years or 
so, transform Founders' Hall into a marble amphitheater, in which sat Sophocles 
himself, his heart beating with anxiety and hope for the success of his untried 
play; could replace the roof by a vault of blue air, change St. Louis into 
Athens, and make all the audience Greeks. Several Greeks were, indeed, 
present, among them the Greek consul of St. Louis. 
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Kansas 

Kansas Wesleyan University. — The Classical Association of the Kansas 
Wesleyan University has had a vigorous life during the past three years. One 
Friday afternoon of each month is devoted to classical interests. Interesting 
features have been addresses by outsiders on classical themes. The most 
stimulating exercises, however, have been those when the program has been 
made up of papers, talks, songs, and plays by the members themselves along 
classical lines. Much ingenuity has been manifested in the presentation of 
some of the plays. For instance, in the production of the first three books of 
the Iliad on the college campus, "very startling was the instantaneous dis- 
appearance of Thetis on the mount and her appearance some distance away 
by Achilles* side. The illusion was dispelled when strangers were informed 
that Thetis was the Gardner twins, whom even the teacher cannot tell apart." 

Washburn College. — The Washburn Classical Club held semi-monthly 
meetings during the past year and a number of very interesting programs were 
presented. Present at these were a number of educators of wide repute. 
Miss Paxson's Roman Wedding was also given with realistic setting. 

Iowa 

The Iowa State Hellenic Society, which has become a very efficient and 
doubtless fixed institution for the advancement of Hellenic interests, held its 
second annual conference at the University of Iowa on May 17 and 18 last. 
The papers and addresses, by leading Iowa educators, were of a high order. 
A unique and valuable feature was a lecture by Professor Gustav Schoettle, 
head of the School of Music, entitled "Greek Music and Its Influence on 
Modern Music," illustrated by the Delphic Hymn to Apollo. 

The main address of the meeting was a lecture by Professor Walter Miller, 
of the University of Missouri, entitled "How I Became a Captain in the Greek 
Army. ,, President J. H. T. Main, of Grinnell College, presided over the 
association. 

Dr. Frederick M. Foster, formerly professor of Latin and Greek in Wash- 
burn College, has been elected to the Latin Department in the University of 
Iowa to succeed Assistant Professor George M. Sharrard, who has been called 
out of the work temporarily by business duties. 

Miss Evelyn C. Riley, professor of Latin in Cornell College, has been 
granted a year's leave of absence for study in Rome. Her successor for the 
coming year is Professor Alice K. Sturm, formerly of Beaver College, Penn- 
sylvania. 

Washington 

University of Washington. — An important part of the work of the Classical 
Club of the University of Washington during the year 1911-12 has been the 
systematic review of the various journals in English which deal with the 
classics. Members of the club were appointed from meeting to meeting to 
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present these reports. It is interesting to note that the magazine most fre- 
quently reviewed was the Classical Journal, which thus proved once more its 
very great usefulness for the teacher and the prospective teacher. 

The second paper of each of the early meetings dealt with the stage, and 
led up to the chief event of the year, the presentation of the Phormio. The 
problems of stage and scenery were worked out by students and presented in 
advance to the club. Professors Knapp and Young, of Columbia, rendered 
notable assistance in the matter of costumes, but the actual construction of 
them, the assignment of colors, etc., were all worked out by members. Stola- 
clad young women served as ushers. The interest displayed by members of 
the University and neighboring high schools was very gratifying, and it is 
hoped that some good results will follow. 

California 

The seventeenth annual meeting of the Classical Association of Southern 
California was held in Los Angeles, March 16. The following program was 
rendered: 1. How May We Promote the Study of Latin and Greek in the 
High School? (a) By Eliminating Non-Essentials, Miss Jennie M. Deyo, 
Pasadena; (b) By Vitalizing the Work, Miss Ethel Hume Flood, Glendale; 
(c) By Wise Use of Textbook and Authors, Mr. F. G. Goodenow, Los Angeles; 
2. The Musical Accent of Ancient Greek, Professor Jas. W. Kyle, University 
of Redlands; 3. The Aims of Our Society, Dr. L. R. Higgins, Occidental Col- 
lege; 4. Woman in Ancient Greece, Professor F. E. Owen, University of 
Southern California; 5. Woman in Ancient Rome, Dr. W. A. Edwards, Los 
Angeles. 

It was voted by the Association to hold, in addition to the spring meeting, 
another in December in connection with the Southern California Teachers' 
Association. 

Los Angeles High School. — On the evening of May 24, in the Assembly 
Hall, Miss Paxson's A Roman Wedding was presented to a large and enthu- 
siastic audience. Special scenery, representing the atrium of a Roman house, 
had been painted for the occasion, and the costumes were elaborate and 
beautiful. 



